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AGAINST 


OHN WILKES, Eſq; 


W\:mber of Parliament for Ayle/eury, and late 
Colonel of the Buckinghamſhire Militia ; 


CONTAINING 


I the Papers relative to this intereſting Affair, 
from that Gentleman's being taken into Cuſtody 
by his Majeſty's Meſſengers, to his Diſcharge at 
the Court of Common Pleas ; 
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Abſtract of that precious Jewel of an Eng- 
liſoman, the Habeas Corpus Act. 


Addreſſed to all Lovers of Liberty. 
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ited for J. Williams, next to the Mitre Tavern; and 
. Burd the Corner of the Temple Exchange, Coffee 
oule, Fleet-ftreet, 
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T HE 


PROCEEDINGS, &c. 


IE Attention of the Public being at this 

Time entirely taken up with the Affair of 

John Wilkes, Eſq; Member of Parliament 
for Ayleſbury, in Buckinghamfhire ; a Gentleman of the 
greateſt Honour and Abilities, a Friend to I.i- 
berty and his Country, and a ſteady Aſſerter of 
the invaluable Rights and Privileges of Eugliſb- 
men; we hope the following impartial State of 
the Caſe, and authentic Account of all the Pro- 
ceedings and Papers relative to that intereſting 
and alarming Encroachment on the Prerogative 
of the Subject, lately exhibited by the moſt ar- 
bitrary and unjuſt Extenſion of Power ever yet 
known, will meet with the Approbation and 
Protection of every honeſt Man, and Well-wiſher 
to his Country. 

Indeed ſuch is the Frame of our Government, 
ſo prudencly and ſtrongly have our Anceſtors ſe- 
cured Liberty and Property, (reſcued by Inches 
out of the Hands of encroaching Violence) that we 
cannot be enſlaved but by Chains of our own ma- 
eing. By the Wiſdom of our Forefathers, the 
meaneſt Subject in this Kingdom is protected from 
being given up as a Prey to the arbitrary Pleaſure 
not only of the Prince, if he ſnould attempt it, but 
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which is far more grievous) to the unreaſonable 
Paſſions and Luſts of Favourites, Chief Miniſters 
and omen. 

"There are three Things that the Law of Ex. 
land (which is the Law of Mercy) principally te. 
gards and takes Care of, viz. Life, Liberty, and 
Eſtate. Next to a Man's Life, is the Freedom of 
his Perſon; for what is Impriſonment but a kind 
of civil Death? and Forteſcue, Cap. 42. juſtly Re. 
marks, Angle jura in omni Caſu Libertati dant fa- 
dorum. The Laws of England do, in ad Cafes 
favour Liberty, 

The Writ of Habeas Corpus 1s a Remedy granted 
by the Common Law, for ſuch as are injuſtly 
detained in Cuſtody, to procure their Liberty; but 
before this Statute was rendered far leſs uſeful | 
than it ought to be, partly by the Judges pre- | 
tending a Power to grant or deny the faid Writ a 
at their Pleaſure, in many Caſes ; and eſpecially 7 
by the ill Practice of Sheriffs and Goalers, in R 
putting the Priſoner to the Trouble of an Ales WM ti 
and Pluries ; that is, a ſecond and third Wr, 
before they would obey the firſt, (as at that Time WF Pr 
there was no Penalty till the third) and after all, the 
Judges would frequently alledge, that they could 
not take Bail, becauſe the Party was a Priſoner of 
State, &c. ' Therefore to remedy thele Inconve- 
nizncies, this wholeſome Law was provided. And 
as no Man is ſure but one- Time or another he 
may have occaſion ro make uſe of it, we ſhall 
give a brief Explanation of it to the meanell 
Capacities, by dividing it into its ſeveral Branches. 


The Habeas Corpus Act concerneth either, I. pears 
Perſons committed for ſome other criminal, Mon « 
ſuppoſed criminal Matter, beſides Treaſon or Fe-WWfor { 
lony, and theſe are to have an Habeas imm*-WMſuds, 
diately. 2. Such who in their Mittimus at 


charged with Treaſon or Felony ; and theſe ſal 
| have 
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have the ſaid Writ after the Time herein li- 
mited. 1. If any Goaler, or Under-Keeper fhall 
not deliver a true Copy of the Mitiimus within 
six Hours after the Priſoner demands it, the 
Head-Goaler or Keeper forfeits to the Priſoner, 
for the firſt Offence, the Sum of 1007. for the 
{cond Offence 2001. and loſes his Place; nor 
is there any Fee to be paid for the fame, the 
Turnkey muſt deliver it at his Peril. — Note, If 
any Priſoner ſhall be locked up, or no one ſuf- 
fered to come near him, any Friend may demand 
the ſame on his Behalf. 

2. Whatever the criminal Matter may be, if 
Treaſon or Felony be not expreſsly charged, any 
Perſon on the Priſoner's Behalt, carrying ſuch 
true Copy of the Commitment to the Lord Chan- 
cellor, or any of the Judges, or Barons of the 
Exchequer, or upon Oath made that a Copy was 
demanded, and denied; he ſhall grant an Habeas 
Corpus, or forfeit 5007. to the Priſoner. But ſuch 
Requeſt muſt be made in Writing, and atteſted by 
two Witneſſes, 

3. If the Sheriff or Goaler do not carry up the 
Prifoner, and return the true Cauſes of his De- 
tainer within three Days, if within 20 Miles di- 
ſtance; or within ten Days, if above 20 and under 


100 Miles; or within twenty Days if above 100 - 


Miles, he forfeits 300 J. to the Priſoner.— Note, 
The Priſoner muſt pay the Charges of his carry- 
ing up, and the Judge when he grants the Writ 
may order how much; but it muſt not be above 
12d, a Mile. | 

If upon the Return of ſuch Habeas Corpus it ap- 
pears that the Priſoner is not charged with Tre - 
on or Felony, eſpecially and plainly expreſſed, or 
ſor ſuch Matters as by Law are not bailable, the 
Judge ſhall diſcharge the Priſoner on Bail, 
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4. If a Perſon once fo bailed out ſhall again be 
impriſoned for the ſame Offence, thoſe dn do it 
forfeit 300 J. 

96. It there be High Treaſon or F elony, plainly 

and. ſpecially expreſſed, that is, not only gene 
rally tor Treaſon or Felony, but Treaſon in con- 
ſpiring to kill the King, or counterfeiting the 
King's Coin, or Felony for ſtealing the Goods of 
ſuch an one to ſuch a Value, &c. then the Priſo- 
ner cannot have his Habeas Corpus, till firſt he has, 


on the firſt Week of the Term, or firſt Day of 


Seſſions 'of Oyer and Terminer, or general Goal 
Delivery, petitioned in open Court, to be brought 
to his Trial the next Term, or Seſſions follow- 
ing; on the laſt Day thereof he ſhall be bailed; 
and if not indicted the ſecond Term or Seſſions, 
ſhall be diſcharged. 

6. This A& extends to all Places within Em- 
land and Wales; the Tower cannot be ſuppoſed to be 
exempted, nor IWindſor-Caftle, nor any ſuch Royal 
Forts, for the Words are general. And beſides, 
there is a ſpecial Act of Parliament,“ that unites 
the King's Caſtles to the Counties wherein they 
ſtand; there having formerly, it ſcems, been ſome 
Pretenſons, and ill Practices, to hold them di- 
ſtinct, that therein they may detain Priſoners 2. 
gainſt Law, and not admit any Writ to enlarge 
chem. 

Laſtiy, No Perſon ſhall be ſent Priſoner out ot 
England or Tales, into Scotland, Ireland, Jerſo, 
Guernſey, or any other Place beyond the Seas. 


* Anno 13. Rich. II. It is ordained and aſſented, That 
„ the King's Caſtles and Goals, which were wont to be joined 
© to the Bodies of the Counties, and be now ſevered, ſhal 
«© be rejoined to the ſame Countics,” 
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This Act took its Riſe in 1674, when it was 
calculated to ſet bounds to the arbitrary Proceed- 
ings of Miniſters. In 1679 the Houſe of Com- 
mons brought in a Bill for excluding Placemen 
and Penſioners from Seats in Parliament. They 
alſo vored the ſtanding Army, and even the 
King's Guards, to be illegal. But to compenſate 
for the Faction and Violence into which they 
had been led by their Prejudices, they got the 
ever-memorable Habeas Corpus AcT paſſed into a 
Law: which crowned the Security of the Sub- 
et, by ratifying one of the moſt eſſential Parts 
of Macna CHAR TA, and the PETITION of 
RIGHTS. 

Having thus given a conciſe Account of the 
above Act, which we hope will be not unenter- 
taining to our Readers, we ſhall proceed with the 
Caſe of Mr. Wilkes. 

The North-Briton of Saturday, April 23, 1763, 
was the Cauſe of Mr. Wiltes's being taken into 
Cuſtody by a Warrant from the Secretary of State, 
for writing the ſaid Paper; he was accordingly 
taken into Cuſtody on Saturday, the 2oth of A- 
pril, and, after being examined, was committed 
to the Tower. The ſame Afternoon an Habeas 
Corpus was granted by the Lord Chief Juſtice of 
the Court of Common Pleas. 

The following Paper being authentic, will give 
a farther inſight into the Matter. 


MAGNA 
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MAGNA CHART A; 


CaP. 29. 


* Nullus Liber Homo capiatur, vel impriſonetur, 
aut diſſeiſiatur de libero Tenementum ſuo, vel Li- 
bertatibus, vel liberis Conſuetudinibus ſuis, ay; 
utlagetur aut exulet, aut aliquo Modo deſtruatur. 
Nec ſuper eum ibimus, nec ſuper eum mittemus 
niſi per legal Fudicium Parium ſuorum vel per Le- 
gem Terre.“ | 

[No Freeman may be apprehended, or impriſoned, 
or diſſeiſſed of his Freehold, or LIBERTIES, or 
free Cuſtoms, or be outlawed or baniſhed, or any 

- wiſe deſtroyed. - Nor will we paſs upon him, 
nor condemn him, but by the lawful Judgment of 
his Peers, or by the Law of the Land ] 


S the Apprehenſion and Commitment of John 


7 Wilkes, Eſq; Member of Parliament, to the 


Tower, muſt have raiſed the Curioſity of many 
People to know the Circumſtances attending it; 
the following Detail of ſimple Facts (upon which 
every Reader will make his own Comments) can- 
not be unſeaſonable, and are perhaps abſolutely 
neceſſary to be laid before the Public. 

On Saturday the Thirtieth of April at Ten in 


the Forenoon, Three of his Majeſty's Meſſengers, 


by Virtue of a Warrant from the Secretary of 
State, ſeized on the Perſon of the ſaid Jobs 
Wilkes, Eſq; Member of Parliament, of which 

Warrant the following is a true Copy. 
George Montagu Dunk Earl of Ha- 
lifax Viſcount Sunbury and Baron 
Halifax one of the Lords of his Ma- 
L. S. jeſty's molt honourable Privy Council 
Lieutenant General of his Majeſty's 
Forces, and Principal Secretary of 

State. 

Theſe 


| 
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Theſe are in his Majeſty's Name to authorize 
and require you (taking a Conſtable to your 
Aſſiſtance) to make ſtrict and diligent Search 
for the Authors Printers and Publiſhers of a 
ſeditious and treaſonable Paper intitled the 
North Briton Number XLV Saturday April 
23 1763 printed for G Kearſly in Ludgate 
Street London and them or any of them having 
found to apprehend and ſeize together with their 


Papers and to bring in ſafe Cuſtody, before me - 


to be examined concerning the Premiſes and 
further dealt with according to Law And in the 
due Execution thereof all Mayors Sheriffs Juſ- 
tices of the Peace Conſtables and all other his 
Majeſty's Officers Civil and Military and loving 
Subjects whom it may concern are to be aidin 

and aſſiſting to you as there ſhall be Occaſion 
and for ſo doing this ſhall be your Warrant. 
Given at St. James' the twenty-ſixth Day of 
April in the Third Year of his Majeſty's Reign. 


fiened 
Dunk Halifax 


aired to 

Nathan Carrington John Money 

James Watſon and Robert Blackmore 

Four of His Majeſty's Meſſengers in ordinary 


N. B. The Officers had a verbal Order to put 
this Warrant in Execution, by entering forceably 
into the Houſe of John Wilkes, Eſq, Member of 
Parliament, at Midnight; and thote Officers are 
(the Hand-Bill ſays) now threatened with the Lofs 


of their Places, for not complying with ſuch 


verbal Inſtructions, 
On the Intimation of Mr. Wilkes, Member of 


Parliament, being in Cuſtody, a Motion was 


made in the Court of Common Pleas, then fitting 
in 


—— — EI 
— —— — — 
_= — — 


| 1 
in Weltminſter-Hall, for a Habeas Corpus, which 
was granted; though by Reaſon of the Proths. 
notory's Office not being open, ſuch Habeas Corus 
could not be ſued out till Four o'Clock in the 
Afternoon. 

Several Gentlemen, Friends, and Acquaintance 
of the ſaid John Wi'kes, Eſq; Member of Parliamen; 
applied for Admittance into his Houſe, which was 
then peremptorily refuſed by a pretended Order 
from the Secretary of State ; which Order, though 
repeatedly requeſted, was not, nor could not be 
produced. 

As no proper or legal Authority appeared to 
countenance ſuch Refuſal, the Gentlemen thought | 
themſelves no Ways obliged to obey the verbal 
Commands of Officers acting only under verbal 
Authority; and entered accordingly without fur- 
ther Queſtion or Moleſtation from thoſe Officers. 

Mr. Wood, the Deputy Secretary of State, being 
ſent for, demanded the Reaſon of ſuch forcible En- 

N try: It was replied, that zo Force had been uſed, 

4 and that the Gentlemen thought themſelves legal 

[ juſtified in what They had done. | 

1 Soon after this (whether ſeat for, or not, does not | 
appear) Philip Carteret Webb, Eid; Sollicitor to the | 
Treaſury, came into the Room, and ſome private 
Converſation between him and Mr. Wed having 

1 paſt, the latter aſked, if any Gentleman then pre- 

, ſent would attend or inſpect the Officers while they 

i were ſealing up all the Papers in the Houſe of Mr. 

il Wilkes; or uſed Words to that or the like Effect. 

| Mr. Wilkes having declined accepting of the 

| like offer, no Perſon then preſent thought himſell 

authorized to take upon him ſuch Inſpection. 

Notwithſtanding it was known, that the Court 
of Common Pleas had granted an Habeas Corpus, 
of which Fact Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq, Sollicitor 


| to the Treaſury, at that Time at Lord Haliſaxs, 
| was 
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was then well aſſured; yet was the ſaid Fohn Wilkes, 
Elq; Member of Parliament, committed to the 
Tower of London. | 

His Sollicitor and one of his Council, ſoon af- 
ter they heard of ſuch Commitment, went to the 
Tower, in order to conſult with the ſaid 7abn 
Wiltes, about the legal Methods to be purſued for 
his Enlargement; but were denied Admittance; 
Major Rangford informed them, that he had re- 
ceived Orders from the Secretary of State, not to 
admit any Perſon whatſoever, to ſpeak with or ſee 
the ſeid John Wilkes : And further informed them, 
that he had juſt before retuſed the Right Honour- 
able the Earl of Temple ſuch Admittance. 

On Sunday, May the firſt, the ſame Gentlemen, 
between the Hours of Twelve and One, called a- 
gein upon Major Ransford, on the ſame Occaſion, 
but were again dented Admittance, as were ſoon 
afrer many Noblemen and Gentlemen of the firſt 
Diſtinction, and Mr. Wilkess own Brother. 

After ſuch Denial Mr. Wiltes's Sollicitor de- 
manded of the Major, a Copy of the Warrant 
under which Mr. Wilkes was committed to the 
Tower; which was readily granted by the Major, 
and of which the following is a true Copy. 


Charles Earl of Egremont and George Dunk 
Farl of Halifax, Lords of his Majeſty's moſt 
Honourable Privy Council, and Principal Se- 
cretaries of State. 

Theſe are, in his Majeſty's Name, to authorize 
and require you, to receive into your Cuſto- 
dy the Body of John Wilkes, Eſq; herewith 
ſent you, for being the Author and Publiſher 
of a moſt infamous and ſeditious Libel in- 
titled the North Briton Number 45 : tending 
to inflame the Minds and alienate the At- 

fections of the People from his Majeſty & 
to excite them to traiterous Inſurrections a- 
gainſt the Government. And to keep him 

C ſafe 
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ſafe and cloſe until he ſhall be delivered by 
due Courſe of Law and for ſo doing this 
ſhall be your Warrant Given at St. Jamey, 
the goth Day of April 1763 in the third 

Year of his Majeſty's Reign. 
figned L. 9. 


 EGREMONT. 


To the Right Honour- 

able John Lord Berkeley Duxkx Hattirax 
of Stratton Conſtable of 

his Majeſty's Tower of L. S. 
London or to the Lieu- 

tenant of the ſaid Tower 

or his Deputy. 


Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; Sollicitor to the Trea- 
fury, then being preſent in the ſaid Major Ray/- 
ferd's Room, Mr. Wilkes's Council and Sollicitor 
applied to the ſaid Mr, Webb for Admittance to 
the ſaid Mr. Wilkes. 

Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq; deſired Myor Ran/- 
ford to allow ſuch Admittance, which he would 
indemnify. The Major, with a Spirit becoming 
a good Officer, replied, He could not diſobey 
Orders. 

Philip Carteret Webb, Eſq, re-anſwered, He be- 
lieved there muſt have been a Miſtake in the Order,, 
and that, if either of the Secretaries of State were 
in Town, He would apply to Them, and obtain ſuck 
Admittance as aforeſaid; and that he would ei- 
ther ſend, or bring, an Order for ſuch Admittance in 
the Afternoon. 

Upon this Aſſertion the ſaid Mr. Miltes's Coun- 
cil and Sollicitor, between Eight and Nine o'Clo'k 
in the Evening of the ſame Day, again went t0 
the Tower, and applied for Admittance as afore- 
ſaid. The Major, having received no Inſtruction 
from either of the Secretaries of State, or Philp 


Carteret Webb, Eſq; refuſed, as before. 0 
n 
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On the Morning of this Day, (Monday, the 
cecond of May) the Court of Common Yleas ors 
dered a Return to their Writ of Habeas Corpus; 
which Return not then appearing to the Court to 
be ſufficient, the Court ordered, that the ſaid Re- 
turn ſhould not at preſent be filed: But, upon Mo- 
tion, granted another Habeas Corpus, directed to the 
Conſtable and ſo ſorth of the Tower of Londen. 

Mr. Wikes's Sollicitor and Council, this ſame 
Day, between the Hours of Two and Three, again 
went to the Tower, and made Application to Ma- 
ior Ransford for Admittance to the ſaid Jahn 
Viltes, Eſq, but were retuſed ſuch Admitcance 
Major Ransford declaring, that he had received 
no Orders from either of the Secretaries of State 
to that Purpoſe. There appeared upon the Table 
of the faid Major Ransford, a written Order for 
him to take down the Names of all Perſons ap- 
plying for Admittance to Colonel Wilkes. 


MAGNA EST: VE-tLIEF AS, 


During his Confinement, in Order to divert the 
Hours of Solitude, he wrote to his Daughter at 
Paris, and, having obtained a Copy (which was 
lent open to the Earl of Halifax, in Order to be 
torwarded, we take the Liberty of preſenting it 
to the Public. 

Tower, Sunday, May 1, 1763. 

My DAR EST PoLLy, 

HAVE got Halt an Hour's Leiſure to pay 
my Complimeats to you, and to relieve you 
** trom the Anxiety you will, from the kind Af- 


** teftion' you bear me, be in at hearing of my 


Commitment to this Place. Be affured that J 
* have done nothing unworthy of a Man of Ho- 
'* nour, who has the Happineſs of being your 
Father. You ſhall never in future Life bluſh 
for me. I am only accuſed of writing the laſt 
** North Briton, yet my Sword has been taken 
from me, all my Papers have been ſtolen by 
** Ruftians, 
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% Ruffians, and I have been forceably brought 
* here. I have not yet ſeen my Accuſers, Nor 

% have | heard who they are. My friends are 

* refuſed Admittance to me. Lord Temple, and 

c My Brother, could not be allowed to ſee me 

„ Yeſterday. As an Engliſhman, I muſt lament 

that my Liberty is thus wickedly taken away, 

«© Yet I am not unhappy, for my Honour is clear, 

„ my Health good, and my Spirit unſhaken, ! 

*« believe, indeed, invincible, The moſt plex. 

ing Thoughts I have, are of you, and the moſt 


*© agreeeable News I can hear, will be the Con- | 


* tinuance of your Health. 


I] beg you not to write a Word of Politics, | 


« —The Knives you deſired ate almoſt finiſhed, 
and are very elegant. If you wiſh for any Thing 
« from England for yourſelf, or your Friends, 
let me know, and I will give Orders for it. 
A propos, my dear Girl, can you get me 
s made Membre du Parlement de Paris, fer out 
has loſt all their Privileges? Your's has a few 
left. My beſt Compliments to Madame * *, 
„ hope to kiſs her Hands by the End of June, 
and that we ſhall all make our Tour together, 
* and laugh at all the Follies and Rogyueries of 
„this Country. Pray tell Baron“ “ that I have 
* finiſhed the Buſineſs he recommended to me. 
„ Kiſs for me once“ “*, and twice **. Have 
« you been yet on any Parties with them? Con. 
e ment trouvez-Tous POpera,- la Comedie, &c.? Is 
« your old Acquaintance Miſs Wriothefly ſtil 
+ with the Dutcheſs of Bedford? How does the 
« Parſon at the Ambaſſador's Chapel preach? 
« Does Mr. Neville make love to you? How do 
« you like Mr. Pottinger ? &c. &c. &c. &c. &c. 
« Continue to love me, and believe me, with the 
„ greateſt Warmth of Affection, 
Your obliged Father, 
Jo+# W. 


On 


* 2 
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On Tueſday, May 3, at Half an Hour paſt Ten 
in the Morning, Mr. Yikes was brought to the 
Bar of the Court of Common Pleas, where he made 
the following Speech, truly becoming a Man, and 
4 Member of the Houſe of Commons. 


My Lonxps, 
Feel myſelf happy to be at laſt brought before 


a Court, and before Judges, whoſe Characie- 
iſtic is the Love of Liberty. I have many hum- 
ble Thanks to return for the immediate Order 
you were pleaſed to iſſue, to give me an Opportu- 
nity of laying my Grievances before you. They 
are of a Kind hitherto unparalleled in this free Coun- 
try, and I truſt the Conſequences will teach Mini- 
ſters of Scottiſh and arbitrary Principles, that the 
Liberty of an Exgliſß Subject is not to be ſported 
away with Impunity, in this cruel and deſpotic 
Manner. 

I am accuſed of being the Author of the North 
Briton, No. 45. I ſhall only remark upon that 
Paper, that it takes all Load of Accuſation from the 
ſacred Name of a Prince, whoſe Family I love and 
honour, as the glorious Defenders of the Cauſe of 
Liberty, and whole perſonal Qualities are ſo ami- 
able, great, and reſpectable, that he is deſer vedly 
the Idol of his People. It is the peculiar Faſhion 
and Crime of theſe Times, and of thoſe who hold 
high miniſterial Offices in Government, to throw 
every odious Charge from themſelves upon Majeſty. 
The Author of rhis Paper, whoever he may be, 
has, upon conſtitutional Principles, done directly 
the Reverſe, and is therefore in me, the ſuppoſed 
Author, meant to be perſecuted accordingly. 
The particular Cruelties of my Treatment, worſe 
than if I hai been a ScolF Rebel, this Court will 
hear, and | Gare ſay, from your Juſtice, in due 


1 | may 
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I may perhaps ſtill have the Means left me to 
ſhew that I have been ſuperior to every Tempta- 
tion of Corruption. They may indeed have flat. 
tered themſelves, that when they found Corruption 
could not prevail, Perſecution might intimidate, ] 


will ſhew myſelf ſuperior to both. My Papers 


have been ſeized, perhaps with a Hope the better to 
deprive me of that Proof of their Meanneſs, and 
corrupt Prodigality, which it may poſſibly, in a 
proper Place, be yet in my Power to give. 


He then pleaded by his Council, Mr. Serjeant 
Giynn, for his Diſcharge, alledging that his Com- 
mitment was not valid. The Point in Debate 
laſted from Eleven o'Clock till a Quarter paſt Two; 
he was offered the Liberty of being bailed, which 
he refuſed; and after ſeveral learned Arguments 
on both Sides, he was remanded back to the 
Tower; and his Friends had, for the firſt Time, 
the Opportunity of free Acceſs to him. — At his 
Depariure from the Hall, the Acclamations of the 
People ecchoed, Liberty! Liberty! Whigs for ever, 
and no Exciſe ! — The Court then adjourned till 
Friday the 6th of May, at which Time he was or- 
dered to be brought up, in order that the Affair 
ſhould be finally determined. 

His Friends now embraced the Opportunity of 
viſiting him; and perhaps no Prifoner in the Tower 
of London ever before, was attended by ſuch an 
illuſtrious Train of Wellwiſhers. 

During this Reſpite his Majeſty was pleaſed to 
iſſue Orders to Lord Egremont, to diſcontinue him 
from his being a Colonel in the Militia of the 
County of Bucki»ghan, which was ſignified to him 
in the following Letters, 


My 
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My Lox, Whitehall; May 4, 1763. 


HE King having judged it improper, that 

John Wilkes, Eſq; ſhould any longer con- 
tinue to be Colonel of the Militia for the County of 
Buckingham, I am commanded to ſignify His 
Majeſty's Pleaſure to your Lordſhip, that you do 
forthwith give the neceſſary Orders for diſplacing 
Mr. Wilkes, as an Officer in the Militia for the 
ſaid County of Buckingham. 

I am, with great Reſpect, 
My Lord, 
Copy. Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient 

| Humble Servant, 
To the Earl Temple. EGREMONT. 


S 1 R, Pall-Mall, May 5, 1763. 
T my Return laſt Night from the Tower, I 
A received the encloſed Letter from the Earl 
of Egremont: In Conſequence of his Majeſty's 
Commands therein ſignified, you will pleaſe to 
obſerve, that you no Tonger continue Colonel of 
the Militia for the County of Buckingham. 
cannot, at the ſame Time, help expreſſing the 
Concern I feel in the Loſs of an Officer, by his 
Deportment in Command, endeared to the whole 
Corps. 
L am, 31:3; 
Your molt obedient 
And moſt humble Servant, 
To John Wilkes, Ei; TEMPLE, 


To which Mr. Wilkes made the following ſen- 
lible and genteel Anſwer. 


9 My 


1 » 
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My Lox, Tower, Mays, 1763. 


Have this Moment the Honour of your Lord. 

ſhip's Letter, ſignifying his Majeſty's Com. 
mands, that I ſhould no longer continue Colonel of the 
Militia for the County of Buckingham. I have only to 
return your Lordſhip my warmeſt Thanks for the 
Spirit and Zeal you have ſhewen in the Support of 
that Conſtitutional Meaſure from the very-Begin- 
ning. Your Lordſhip will pleaſe to remember, 
that I was among the foremoſt who offered their 
Services to their Country at that Criſis. Bucking- 
hamſhire is ſenſible, and has always acknowleged, 
that no Man but your Lordſhip could have given 
Succeſs to that Meaſure in our inland County. | 
am proud of the Teſtimony your Lordſhip is 
pleaſed to give me, and am happy, in theſe Daysof 
Peace, to leave ſo amiable a Corps in that perfect 
Harmony, which has from the Beginning ſub— 
ſiſted. 

I have the Honour to be, 


With unfeigned Reſpect, 
Copy. My Lox, 
Your Lordſhip's moſt obedient, 
And moſt humble Servant, 


To the Earl Temple. JOHN WILKES. 


Here it will not be improper to inſert ſome de- 
tached Pieces publiſhed in the Public Papers rela- 
tive to the Affair, in order to render this Publica- 
tion more entertaining and complete. The two 
following were printed in the Public Ledger, on 
Friday, May 6th, the Day fixed for the Deciſion 
of this important Affair. 


To 
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To the Printer of the Police LEDER. 


Remember, O my Friends, the Laws, the Ricurs, 
The generous Plan of Power delivered down, 
From Age to Age, by your renowned Forefathers ; 
So dearly bought, the Price of ſo much Blood: 
O let it never periſh in your Hands, 
But piouſly tranſmit it to your Children. 
Do thou, great LIBER T, inſpire our Souls, 
And make our Lives in thy Poſſeſſion happy, 
Or our Deaths GLORIOUS in thy juſt Defence. 
Caro. 


S there one Man, one Engliſb Man, | mean, that 

will not mow ſubſcribe to the above quoted 
Lines? 

When the People in Meſtminſter-Hall ſhouted 
Mr. //kes with a Plaudit of Approbation, it was 
ſaid to be the Veice of Clameur. His Reply was, 
No, Sir, it is the Voice of LIBERTY. We are 
now fluctuating between Hopes and Fears; we are 
alarmed for our Liberty, and it is this, this, is the 
Criſis by which we may judge of bob PREROGA- 
TIVES. 

However trifling this preſent Conteſt concerning 
the Legality of a particular Warrant, may ſeem, 
to the inattentive Part of this Nation, Thinking 
Perſons cannot help being alarmed, greatly alarm- 
ed, at what may be the Conſequence, eſpecially 
hen Perſons already begin publickly to give it as 
their Opinion, that thoſe who expreſſed themſelves 
by the common Methods of Approbation, ſuch as 
capping of Hands, ought to be committed ſor it. 
But thank God, our Laws, our. Liberties, our 
Rights, are not in ſuch Peoples Poſſeſſion ; rhey 
would deal about their Power as Phaeton, when 
driving the Sun's Chariot, did his Father's Ravs, 
to the Detriment and Deſtruction of the World 
he ſhould have cheriſhed. 


I am yours, Sc. 


1 
N 
2 
| 
| 
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To the Editor of the PyBLic Ltvcrs, 


The CONTRAST. 


OL. WILKES 1s a Contraſt to thoſe that 

have been Priſoners, in that Repoſitory of 
rebellious and tyrannical Scors, the Tower of 
London. 

He is a ſtaunch Whig ; they were notorious 
Jacobites. 

He is zealouſly attached to our preſent Royal 
Family of. Brunſwick, the glorious Maintainers of 
our civil and religious Rights. They were bigotted 
to the tyrant Family of the Stuarts, who for re- 
peated Attempts to enflave a free People, and re- 
duce them to the State of Score V as8ALs, was 
BANISHED. 

His Conduct has been ſteady. He was a Whig 
by Family, and he remains ſo, though Whigs are 
diſcarded, and Tories promoted. He was a Whig 
in 1745, when the Scotch were in Arms againſt 
our KING, our Laws, and our RELIGION. He 
was at that Time a Friend to LIBERTY. When 
the Scotch were in Arms, in the Cauſe of Popz xy, 
SLAVERY, and ARBITRARY POWER. He was a 
Friend, nay he revered the Duke of Cumberland, 
becauſe he cruſhed the Scotch Rebellion ; for which 
Reaſon he is deſerted by the Scotch. 

Col. Miltes's Attachment to the preſent Royal 
Family has been gratis: Where is the ScoT that 
can ſay the ſame ? 

Col. YYi/kes, with all his true Engliſh Merit, his 
Zeal for our Kinc, his Deteſtation of his M1- 
X15TRY 3 his Oppoſition to the Extenſion of the 
Excisg; his Support of the LIBERTY of the 
Pztss; his Attention to the Privilege of PaRt1a 


MENT ; and his Attachment to the HABEASs Cor- 
PUS, 
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zus, is, in the Scotch Adminiftration, rewarded 
with being a cloſe Priſoner in the Tower, and treat- 
ed with a Severity unknown to a Rebel Scor. 
While the Scotch, whoſe ſuppoſed Affection, and 
whoſe Change of Principles, bear Date with their 
Commiſſions, or Patents, and whoſe Loyalty is 
an Appurtenance to Office, and will expire with 
the Loſs of it, are the Rulers of the Engliſh. O 


TERRIBLE | 


J and every other Wn1c, and true Engliſhman, 


moſt devoutly pray for the Welfare of our preſent 
excellent Sovereign GEORGE the THIR D; and that 
his Reign may be long, and happy. To obtain 
the latter, they wiſh him a Miniſtry not totally ob- 
noxious to the People; nor abſolutely ignorant 
of their Duty, nor quite regardleſs of our Liber- 
ties. A Miniftry who neither loves the Excisx, 
nor deteſts, through FEAR, the Liberty of the 
PRESS. 


J am, Sir, yours, &c. 


On Friday, May 6, about Eight o' Clock in the 
Morning, Mr. }ilkes was brought from the Tower, 
attended by the proper Officers, and reached | - 
minſter- Hall, about Nine. The Lord Chief ſuſtice 
and the other Judges came about Ten, and the 
Court being aſſembled, Mr. Wiltes himſelf opened 
the Buſinets upon which they were met, with the 
'ollowing Speech, which was handed about the 
next Day. 


My Loxps, 


Nip be it from me to regret that I hive paſſed 
lo many more Days in CapTivity, as it will 
have afforded you an Opportunity of doing, upon 
mature Reflection, and repeated Examination, the 
more ſignal Juſtice to my Cv TRY. The L1Bek 


— 
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Ty of all Peers and Gentlemen, and what touches 
me more ſenſibly, that of all the middling and in- 
ferior Claſs of People, who ſtand moſt in Need of 
Protection, is in my Caſe this Day to be finally de- 
cided upon : A Queſtion of ſuch Importance as tg 
determine at once whether ENGLISH Liberty bea 
Reality or a Shadow. Your own free-born Hearts 
will feel with Indignation and Compaſſion all that 
Load of OeprEss10Nn under which I have fo long 
laboured. Crose IMPRISONMENT, the Effect of 
premeditated Malice; all Acceſs for more than two 
Days denied to me; my Houſe ranſacked and 
plundered ; my moſt private and ſecret Concern; 
divulged ; every vile and malignant Inſinuation, 
even of High Treaſon itſelf, no leſs Incuſtrioudy 
than falſely circulated, by my cruel and implacable 
Enemies, together with all the various Inſolence of 
Ofice, form bur a Part of my unexampled ill Treat. 
ment. Such inhuman Principles of Star-Chamber 
Tyranny will, I truſt, by THis CourT, upon this 
ſolemn Occaſion, be finally extirpated, and hence- 
forth every innocent Man, however poor and un- 
ſupported, may hope to ſleep in Peace and Secu- 
rity in his own Houle, unviolated by King's MI. 


Jugers, and the arbitrary Mandates of an overbear- 


ing * ARY OF STATE. 

1 will no longer delay your Jusricr. Tie 
Nation is impatient to hear, nor can be ſafe or happy, 
till that is obtained. If the ſame Perſecution is at 
r all to carry me before another Court, I hope | 

find that the genuine Spirit of Macy. 
Cnnara that glorious Inheritance, that diſtin- 

hing Characteriſtic of ENGLISHMEN, is as re/i- 
5 5 — Tevercd THERE, as I know it is rx r, by 
tue great Perſonaces, before whom I have now the 
HHappir eſs to ſtand; and (as in the ever-memo- 
rable Ca'e of the i:priſened Biſhops) that an inde- 
peudent Jury of FREE-BORN ENGLISHMEN, will per. 


4 - . 
11:1 
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fiſt to determine my Fate as in Conſcience bound, 
upon conſtitutional Principles, by a Verdict of 
Guilty or Not Guiliy. I aſk no more at the Hands 
of uy COUNTRYMEN, 


When Mr. Wilkes had made an End, that diſtin - 
uiſhed Ornament to Juſtice and Humanity, Lord 
Chief Juſtice Pratt, ſtood up, and delivered the 
Opinion of the Court to the following Purport, ar- 
ranging the Matter in queſtion under theſe three 


ſeparate Heads, 
Firſt, The Legality of Mr. Wiltes's Commit- 


ment. 

Secondly, The Neceſſity for a Specification of 
thoſe particular Paſſages in the 45th Number 
of the Nox TH Briron, which had been 
deemed a Linel. And, 

Thirdly, Mr. Wiltes's Privilege as a Member of 
Parliament, 


In regard to the firſt, his Lord{hip remarked, 
That he would conſider a Secretary of State's War- 
rant thro* the whole Affair, as nothing ſuperior to 
the Warrant of a common Juſtice of the Peace; 
and that no Magiſtrate had in reality a Right ex 
officio to apprehend any Perion, without ſtating the 
particular Crime of which he was accuſed; but at 
tne ſame Time he obſerved there were many Pre- 
cedents where a nice Combination of Circumſtan- 
ces gave fo ſtrong a Suſpicion of Facts, that tho” 
the Nagiſtr⸗ te could not be juſtified ex officio, he 
was nevertheleſs ſupported in the Commitment, 
even without receiving any particular Information 
tor the Foundation of his Charge. The Word 
Charge, his Lordſhip took Notice, was in general 
much miſunderſtond, and did not mean the Accilſa- 

E tion 
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tion brought againſt any Perſon taken up, but his 
Commitment by the M ag ſtrate before whom he might 
be brought. Upon the Whole of this Point, ac. 
cording to the cuſtomary Rule, which had "Sx 
for a Series of Years obterved by the Sages of the 
Law, even in the Reign of Charles the Second, 
when this Matter was ſo frequently conteſted, his 
Lordſhip was of Opinion, that Mr. Wiltes's Com- 
mitment was not illegal, 

In relation to the next Article, which required a 
Specification of the particular Paſſages in the 45th 
NorTr BRITON, which were deemed a Libs), his 
Lordſhip took Notice that the Inſertion of theſe 


Paſſages, fo far as they related to the Point in 


Wueſtion, was not at all. neceſſary ; for even ſup- 
poſing the Whole of the 45th NORTH BRTTOx had 
been inſerted in the Body of the Warrant, yet it by no 
Means came under his Lordſhip's Cognizance at 
that Time; for the Matter in Conſideration then 
was, not the Nature of the Offence, but the Le- 
gality of the Commitment; the Nature of the Of. 
tence not reiting in the Boſom of a Judge, with- 
out the Aſſiſtance of a Jury; and not being a pro- 
per Subject of Enquiry, till regularly brought on 
to be tried, in the cuſtomary Way of Proceeding, 

With reſpect to the third and laſt Point, How 
far Mr. Wilkes had a Right to plead his Privilege 
as a Member of Parliament, my Lord Chief Jul- 
tice remarked, that there were but three Caſes 
which could poſſibly affect the Privilege of a 
Member of Parliament, and theſe were Trea/alt, 
Felony, and the Peace. The Peace as it is written 
in the Inſtitutes ct the Law, his Lordſhip explained 
to ſignity a Breach of the Peace: he remarked that 
when the Seven Biſhops were ſent to the Tower, 
the Plea which was uſed when the Spiritual Lords 
contende for their rei, ge, was, that they had 
endeavoured to diu the Feace. This, at that Ar- 

bitrary 
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bitrary Time, was judged ſufficient to forfeit their 
Privilege, but remarked his Lordſhip, out of the 
Four Judges then upon the Bench, there was but 
one honeſt Man; that was Poel, and he declined 
giving any . Opinion. - This great and good Man 
then anſwered, that the Privilege of Parliament 
ſhould be held ſacred and inviolable, and as there 
were but three particular Caſcs in which that Privi- 

lege was forteited, it only remained to examine 
now far Mr. JVilkes's was endangered. Mr. Wilkes 
ſtood accuſed of writing a Libel; a Libel in the 
Senſe of the Law was a High Miſdemeanor; but 
did not come within the Deſcription of Treaſon, Fe- 
am, or Breach of the Peace : at moſt it had but a 
Tendency ro difturb the Peace, and conſequently 
could not be ſufficient to deſtroy the! Privilege of a 

Member of Parliament. 

Thus this Point of Privilege was determined, 
and Mr. Vilkes immediately dilcharged, thro” the 
univerſal Acclamations of an incredible Number 
of Spectators, all impatient to know the Reſult of 
ſo important a Queition. He had however been 
ſcarcely diſcharged, when a Gentleman of Eminence 
in the Law ſtood up, and told my Lord Chief 
Juſtice, thac he had juſt received a Note from the 
Attorney and Sollic:ror General, to intreat his 
Lordſhip would not give Mr. //7tcs leave to de- 
part till their coming, which would Er inſtant, as 
they had ſomething to offer againſt his Plea of 
lege. The Motion was hov: ver heartily 
xd at by the whole Court, as chat Gentleman 
had 45 en diſcharged already, and the Queſtion 
Hnally ended. 

'Tis impoſſible to do ſufficient ono r to that 
amazing ower of A Pr on, and Depth of Un- 
derſtanding which my Lerd Chiet Juſtice diſo played 
upon this Occaſion ; ; he was florid without 4 meade. 
and profound without Oſtentation; to fay all, in 
E 2 one 
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one Word, he was a perfect Image of Integrity the 
moſt refined, and Wiſdom the moſt elegant. Af. 
ter Court had proceeded to give their Opinion, and 
Mr. Wilkes was ordered to be diſcharged ; he then 
addreſſed himſelf to the Court in the Words fol. 


lowing. 


My Lonps, 
REAT as my Joy muſt naturally be at the 
Deciſion which THIS CouRT, With a True 
SPpiRIT of LiBERTY, has been pleaſed to make 
concerning the anwarrantable Seizure of my Perſon 
and all the other conſequential Grievances, allow 
me to aſſure You that I feel it far leſs ſenſibly oy 
My own Account, than I do for THE PusBLic. The 
Sufferings of an Individual are a trifling Objef, 
when compared with the WroLer, and I ſhould 
bluſh to feel for Myſelf in Compariſon with Con- 
ſiderations of a Nature ſo TRANSCENDENTLY su- 
PERIOR, 

I will not trouble you with My poor Thanks — 
Thanks are due to You from the whole EncLis 
. Nation, and from ALL the Subjects of the Exc- 
4 LisH Crown. They will be paid You together 
with every Teſtimony of Zeal and Affection to 
THE LEARNED * SERJEANT, Who has ſo ABLy and 
ſo coxnsTITUTIONALLY plead:d My Cauſe, andin 
mine (with Pleaſure I ſay it) ThE Cavse or Li- 
1 BERTY. Every Teſtimony of My Gratitude 1: 
i juſtly due to You, and I take Leave of xis Cour? 
* with a Veneration and Reſpect, which no Time 
[| can obliterate, nor can the molt grateful Heart 
| ſufficiently exyrels. 


When Mr. Wilkes had 4 d, the Audience 
burſt into an univerſal Shout, which was often re- 


peated. Mr. Wilkes ſtaid ſome little Time in 3 
* Serjeant Glynn, 


Room 
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Room adjoining to the Court, in Expectation that 
the Crowd would diſperſe: At laſt, finding there 
was no Likelihood of their diſperſing, he walked 
out of the back Door of the Counnent Pleas, and 
was received by a prodigious Multitude of People, 
who attended him, amidſt continual Acclamations, 
to his Houſe in Great George-Street, Weſtminſter. 
As ſoon as he got in, he went into his Dining 
Room fronting the Street, and throwing open his 
Windows, politely paid his Compliments to the 
People, who joined in the molt tervent Prayers 
and Wiſhes for the Continuance of his Health and 
Life. 

The Evening concluded in ſeveral Parts of the 
Town in a different Manner from the preceding 
one, (though it was the Day appointed tor a gene- 
ral Tha nk&lgiving on account of the Peace) Bon- 
fires and Illuminations were diſplayed, and the 
Friends of Liberty ſpent the Night with an un- 
common Satisfaction and Feſtivity. In ſhort, 
there never was ſo much Pleaſure to be ſeen in the 
Countenances of all Ranks of People an any 
other Occaſion, 

The next Day the following Letter was 2 
and ſome Thouſands dil; erled through this Me 
tropolis. 


A Corr ofa Lr rA. 
reat George- Street, May 6, 176 


N my Return here from Weſtminfer- Hell 
where I have been diſch arged et my 1 m- 
ment to the Tower under your L Var- 
ant, I find that my Houfe has been ro bbed, and 
am Tron that the Stolen Goods are in the Poſ- 
leſſion of one or both of your I. — ps. I there- 


[ 


tore inſiſt, that you do r return them to 


4 


Your humble Servant, Jonx WiIXXS. 
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Having given the foregoing candid and com- 
plete Account of the Proceedings relative to Mr, 
Wilkes, we cannot quit the Subject without making 
ſome Reflections on this unconſtitutional- Affair. 

By the Laws of England, every Man is ſuppoſed 
to be innocent, till it be proved that he is guilty, 
and has a Right, when accuſed of any Crime, to 
make Ule of the beſt Means he can for his De. 
fence. This fundamental Principle was fo far vio- 
lated in the Cate of Mr. Wilkes, that, for more than 
two Days, he was denied the Privilege of ſeeing 
any Perſon whatſoever. This ſurely is making an 
Engliſh Priſon but little better than the French 
Baſtile, where Men are often taken up, confined, 
and executed, without ſo much as knowing any 
thing of the Crime they are charged with, or ever 
ſeeing the Face of their Accuſers. 

Juſtice and Humanity demands that every Man 
ſhould be allowed the Advice and Aſſiſtance of his 
Friends, to clear up his Character and Repuration 
to the World, It is the Buſineſs of Juſtice to fur- 
niſh every Opportunity, inſtead of denying it ; and 
whenever a Man is refuſed this, we can't avoid 
thinking that his Enemies are leſs folicitous about 
the Nature of his Offence, than ſtudious about his 
Deſtruction ; and that ſo far from proſecuting from 
an equitable View, they rather proceed from Mo- 
tives of a Nature eaſily to be gueſitd at, though 
not ſo ſafe to be named. | 

It is impoſiible for a Man to make a regular 
Defence, without the Help of legal Advice. 
Therefore to refuſe a Priſoner the Benefit of Coun- 
cil, is diametrically oppoſite to the fundamental 
Spirit of the Britiſh Conſtitution, which, ſo far from 
wanting to condemn, wiſhes nothing more than to 
give every Advantage of proving the Innocence of 
the unhappy Culpric: for if a Man is not allowed 
to prepare for his Defence, Sentence may as well pals 

upon 
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upon him at once, without the uſeleſs Parade and 
idle Formality of a Trial. How far this had like 
to have been the Caſe with Mr. Wiltes, let every 
unbiaſſed Perſon decide within himſelf, had not 
the ſpirited and patriotic Efforts of Lord Temple, 
and other noble Patrons of Liberty, gone Hand 
in Hand with his Reſolution, Steadineſs, and per- 
ſevering Diſpoſition. 

What heavier Crime can be laid to a Subject's 
Charge than Treaſon againſt ſo gracious a Sove- 
reign as this Nation is at preſent bleſſed with? 
And what Keparation is to be made Mr. J//'/kes 
for the Confinement of his Perſon, and Injury in- 
tended to his Character ?—Shall a Britiſh Senator 
ſuffer ſuch Violence and Indignity without finding 
Redreſs from the Laws of his Country, merely for 
ſtanding foremoſt in the Cauſe of Liberty For- 
bid it Heaven 

If we look through the whole Courſe of Mr. 
Wilke;'s Life, we ſhall find that Liberty has been 
the governing Principle of all his Actions. He 
has always been ready to ſerve our gracious Sove- 
reizn and his Family, knowing his Government 
to be founded on Liberty. His was the darin 
Taſk to reſcue the Royal Perſon from ill- placed 
Imputations, and fix them on the Miniſters, who 
alone ought to bear the Blame, nay, the Puniſh- 
ment, of their unconſtitutional Proceedings. He 
ad the Virtue, in theſe Days of Corruption, to 
reſiſt the moſt advantageous and lucrative Offers, 
in order to ſeduce him to their Party; and rathe- 
thar, aſſociate with Men, who are Enemies to the 
Liberty of this Country, he choſe to ſuffer the ſe- 
verett Perſecutions. Hitherto he has had the Hap- 
pine!s to ſurmount every Difficulty, in a Manner 
becoming“ att. Engliſpman, and, the Friend and 
Guard an ot OUT .Laldgchess;s MN as the Validity of 
the V/arrabgeDgdyehich: hall res ci mitted, will 

ſoon 
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ſoon be called in Queſtion by Mr. Wilkes, in the 
Court of Common Pleas, we ſhall ſay no more on 
that Head, until its I.egality ſhall have received a 
Judicial Determination in that Court; when ve 
all reſume the Subject, and give a further Ac- 
count ot the Affair. | 

We ſhall! conclude at preſent with ſome enter. 
taining Pieces relative to the Subject: 


To John Wilkes, Ey. Member of Parliament far 
Ayleſbury, in the County of Buckingham. 


I, 


Take this public Occaſion to congratulate you 

upon your having been committed to the 
Tower ; and to expreſs my Gratitude to you, a8! 
am an Individual of this Free People, of whoſe 
Rights and Liberties you ſtand forth as a zealous 
Aſierter. 
1 To ſuffer in the Cauſe of Virtue, and of Pub- 
| lic Virtue in particular, is tne higheſt Merit; but 
" believe me, Sir, Miniſterial Rage has done quite 
another Thing than it intended; it has committed 
an Act, which has laid a certain Foundation for 
1 tranſmitting your Name to Poſterity, among the 
1 Claſs of Patriots famous for the Love of their 
| Country. The Liberty of the Subject has been 
attacked in your Perſon; and is therefore con- 
cerned in your Safety; and there is not a Man in 
[ | England who has not been converſant in Bribery 
x or Corruption, or the Writer or Tool of ſuch, 
but will hereafter mention your Name with Love 
and Honour, 

Vain have been the Attempts, and (if there be 
any judging with Certainty of the human Kind) al- 
ways vain will be any Attempts to, brand you with 


* 


| 
| Diſaffection to your Sovereign. Thoſe who know 
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fou well, muſt teſtify your Loyalty, Affection, and 
Zeal for his moſt gracious Majeſty, and the Illuſ- 
trious Houſe of Hanover; and your public Con- 
guct has been conſtantly animated by Revolution 
Principles (the only Support of this free Nation) 
' which will never admit the Glory and Honour of 
the Crown, and the Proſperity and Happineſs of the 
People, to have oppoſite or different Intereſts, or 
that either can flouriſh while the other Janguiſhes ; 
and there is not a Man of Senſe who is your Op- 
poſer, but is in his Conſcience convinced that ſuch 
are your Principles, though he be too much warp- 
ed by Prejudice ariſing from private Views, to al- 
low you your juſt Applauſe. 

When ſuch Men as you charge evil Miniſters 
with pernicious Meaſvres, their trite Artifice you 
know is to cry out that Diſreſpect is levelled at the 
Sovereign, and the Meaſures imputed to him. 
What is this, but in Effect veſting themſelves with 
Sovereignty ! But as we all know that the Prince 
is fenced about by our Laws in ſo ſacred a Man- 
ner, that it is impoſſible for him to do wrong; and 
that every Miſconduct is therefore chargeable upon 
the Miniſter only, who adviſes z that Miniſter who 
tells his Sovereign that bad Meaſures are imputgd 
to him, taking Shelter at the ſame T ime under his 
Wing; this, I ſay, is the proper Perſon upon 
whom the Violation of Majeſty ſhould be charged : 
This is he who ſhould be deemed guilty of Tr—ſon, 

It is an unhappy Circumſtance which attends 
almoſt all Princes, that from the Inſtant they be- 
gin to govern, they are for ever preciuded from 
the Advanttges of ſincere Friendſhip, and are ſur- 
rounded only by thoſe who act from no other 
Motives than thoſe of Seli-Intercſt and Delign ; 
and are under a Neceſſity to conduct themſelves by 
the Informations of ſuch. Go on then, generous 
Sir, to exert that honeſt and active ſpirit, which 

F has 
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has already gained you ſo great an Intereſt in the 
Hearts of your Fellow Subjects, as by your Per- 
ſeverance in Public Virtue will doubtleſs become 
univerſal : aſſert the Rights of your Fellow Citi. 
Zens, and keep a watchful and jealous Eye over 
the Servants of your Prince, and bring into the 
Light the iniquitous Attempts of corrupt Miniſters, 
to ſeparate the Intereſt and Glory of his Majeſty 
from the Proſperity and Happinels of his People, 
or to raiſe Diſtruſts between them: this will make 
thoic of your Fellow - Subjects who ſhall never ſee 
your Perſon, take Pleaſure in your Name, and 
call you their Friend; and will gain you an Appel- 
lation of the trueſt and greateſt Honour in Human 
Life, that is, a Guardian of the Rights of a Free 
People. I am, Sir, 


Your moſt obliged Fellow Subject 
and Hum ble Servant, 


N. F. 


May 6, 1763. 


ORDERS iſſued by the Lieutenant Governor of 
the, Tower, reſpetling the Detention of John 
Wilkes, E/; 


HAT the Warders appointed to keep a cloſe 

Pritoner, ſhall not preſume to leave him tor 

a Moment alone, either Night or Day, or to change 

their Duty with other Warders, but by particular 

Leave or Order from the Conſtable, Lieutenant, 

Deputy Lieutenant, or in their Ablence the Major 
of the 1 ower. 

Tney are to permit no Perſon to have Admtt- 
tance into the Koom he is coahned in, or torſpear 
to him but by a particular Order brought them bf 
the Major or Gentleman G<ol er. 


To 


- 


£ 
01 
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To the Editor of the PusLic ApveTrstes. 


: 


SIR 
Make Uſe of the Channel of your Paper to in- 


vite the Public to join with me in Admiration 
of the Sentiments and Expreſſion of the Letter of a 
Noble Earl. Cautious, you ſee, and, like the 
Perſon it was addreſſed to, double guarded (for it 
was to be conveyed into the Tower, among Meſ- 
ſengers who might ſeize, and might be copied by 
Secretaries who might give verbal Orders to mil- 
interpret it) and yet ſo expreſſive, that it will ſuit 
one Perſon and one Subſeck full as well as another; 
for Inſtance, It was originally written from "po 


T to J. W. Change but the Names, and 
it might with equal Propriety be ſent back from 
J. W. to Lord T Pray obſerve. 

« My Lord, May 6, 1763. 


At my Return this Morning from the Tow- 

* er, 1 ſaw the encloſed Copy of a Letter from 

the Earl of In conſequence of his Ma— 

« jeſty's Commands therein ſignified, you will 

4 ens to oblerve that you no longer continue 

Lord Lieutenant for the County of "Buckin ham. 

I cannot at the ſame time help expreſfiing the 

** the Concern I feel in the Loſs of an Officer (a 

* Lieutenant is an Qficer) by his Deportment in 
Command endeared to the whole Corps. 


ce 
2 


- 


«© have the Honour to be, &c.“ 


Shew me a Letter from either of bug 8 —8 


ot State which bears this doudie g, I ſhail ccaſe 
W With the Noble E. i in Polic 2 of the Seais. 
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S IR, 


N caſe a late cloſe confined Offender dares to give 
the Public any Comments on his deſerved Treat. 
ment, 1 beg Leave (begging Pardon for this In- 
truſion on your Preſs) to recommend the follow. 
ing, by Way of Motto. 


One, two, three, four and five, 
I caught a Hare alive; 

Six, ſeven, eight, nine and ten, 
I let him go agen. 


St. Clement's Coffee-houſe. J. FLIMZV. 


4 IL ET TE R vweorſjed. 


SIX. 
ETURNING laſt Night to Pall mall from 


the Tower, 


_ *Tis needleſs to tell you exactly the Hour, 


I found on my Table, and read, tho? *twas late, 
A Letter (encloſed) from the Secretary of State. 
You'll aſk, was't a Warrant? No—we've no- 
thing to fear, 
You've the Mob, I've the J-dg-s, and you know } 
I'm a Peer, 
But Commoners now may do any thing here. 
Lhe King, (and in this I maſt fee him obey'd) 
Directs you no longer to wear a Cockade; 
So you'll pleaſe to obſerve, as I do to my Sorrow, 
That you *re turned out to day—as I may be to- 
Morrow. 
To be turned out juſt now, and the Service ſo) 
preſſing, | | 
The Concern I feel at it, I can't help expreſling; 7 
This is one of thoſe grievances much want re- 


B. Y 
— 
dre ſling. | 

SUCH 


( 37 J 
duch an Officer too—lſo eſteem'd throughout Life, 
& virtuous, ſo honeſt, ſo fond of bis Wife. 
By Deportment humane, to the Corps ſo endear'd, 
So patient 1n Marches, in Quarters ſo fear'd. 
They could hardꝶ treat worle that Scottiſh Lord 
l, WE 

Then judge how it grieves 

your Affectionate 


1 LE. 


POLITICAL INTELLIGENCE. 


On Saturday Morning Mr. Wilkes in Perſon, 
attended only by Mr. Grignian, of Ruſſel- Street, 
Covent-Garden, went to Sir Jobn Fielding's, in 
Bot- Street, and demanded a Warrant to ſearch 
the Houſes of the Earls of Egremont and Halifax, 
his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries of State, for 
Goods ſtolen from the Houſe of the ſaid Mr. 
Wilkes, which he had received Information were 
lodged at the ſaid Houſes, or one of them. Fohx 
Spinnage, Eſq. the Sitting Juſtice, refuſed to iſſue 
the ſaid Warrant. 


To the Printer of the Punic Abvxkriszx. 
IN. 


BEG Leave to obſerve, that there was lately 
an Impropriety in a certain Gentleman's Man- 


ner of Franking, but he can now write himſelf, as 


uſual, FREE, JOHN WILKES, 
Yours, Sc. 


A WARDER of the Towts. 


The 


* 
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The following Extracts from the Movrrok of 


laſt Saturday, being applicable to the Subject, we 


Mall cloſe our Account with them. 


H1S Writer proceeds to &jrquire, what thoſe 

Things are, which a Man-ought not to ut- 
ter either in Speech or Writing; and what a 
Subject has a Right, and is bound in Duty, as 
well as Intereſt, to ſay. 

« He ought not to ſpeak Evil of the Ruler of 
the People, to cauſe Diſſaffection, or to raiſe Cla. 
mour, Murmurs of Diſcontent. He that ruleth with 
Juſtice, Judgment and Righteouſneſs, is intitled 
not only to our Obedience, but to our Applauſe.” 

« He-ought not to ſolicit any one to fell his 
Vote or Intereſt either in or out of Parliament, A 
free Election, and an uncorrupt Parliament is the 
beſt Security of our Conſtitution. 

„He ovght not to commend bad Men, nor 
bad Meaſures; nor defend Men in Power, whoſe 
Actions diſcover their Ignorance or bad Intenti- 
ons. 

„He ought not to favour Paſſive Obedience, 
and Non reſiſtance; or to deny the Subject his 
Right to Petition the King againſt any Ulurpation 
upon Liberty in a free State, One Step more 
would reconcile ſuch Advocates to Infallibility : 
For, if the Subject muſt take every Thing upon 
the Word and Authority of a Miniſter, it is no 
Matter whether he lives at London, or at Rome. 

«© He particularly ought to be cautious, whom 
he commends; for very often Praiſes, where not 
deſerved, fit as aukwardly upon the great Man, 
who does not fill his Poſt with Satisfaction to the 
Public, as fine Cloaths upon thoſe, who has not 
been uſed to Dreſs; and be careful how he de- 
tracts from the Merit of him, that has met with 
univerſal Applauſe for his Wiſdom and Virtue; 

| be- 


„ We 

becauſe it is not only the Height of Injuſtice, but 
it raiſes this Reflection, „If this Man wittr all his 
« Virtues, Graces, and Succeſſes be ſo deſpiſea- 
« ble ; what muſt be thought of thoſe that ſucceed 
« him, ſhould they not be able to plume them- 
« ſelves with the Graces of his Perſon, and the 
« Virtues and glorious Events of his Adminiſtra- 
tion?“ ; 

« In a Word, it is equally unreaſonable and un- 
juſt to praiſe and ſupport, the great undeſerving 
Man, as it is to-(light, abuſe, and run down the 
Man, who deſerves every Thing of his King and 


Country.” 
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